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COMING EVENTS 

 
May Meeting and Program: 

 

Date/Time/Place: Tuesay, 7 May 2013, 1130 hours, Island Way Restaurant, 1407 Ed.    

  Beach Drive, Oak Island. Phone: 910-278-7770. Rave reviews about this favorite Oceanfront restaurant 

that    

  has been our “southern” SENCLAND meeting site for several years. You’ll love the delicious food served 

in    

  casual ambiance. You’ll have 4 menu  choices and again, beverage, tax and gratuity are included in the 

$15.00   

  fee. 

 

Program: We are honored to have an executive from the Brunswick Nuclear Plant (Duke/Progress Energy) 

as   

  our speaker. They all want to come Island Way so now there’s a corporate competition.☺ It’s been several  

  years since the tragedy at Fukushima, Japan so you’ll want to hear about how our local plant ensures safety 

for  

  all. This was the first nuclear power plant built in North Carolina, beginning operations in 1975 and a very  

  important part of our energy program. You’ll be fascinated by this presentation. As always, bring your 

family  

  and neighbors! Please RSVP to LTC Bob Jones (rjjones@ec.rr.com) or telephone him at 910-508-3331 no  

  later than 1 May/ 

 

June Meeting and Program: 

 

Date, Time/Place: Friday, 7 June 2013, 1730 hours, Hugh MacRae Park, Wilmington, Shelter #6 

Menu: Our Annual BBQ/Pig Pickin’ is always a huge crowd pleaser! Again, Parchies will be our caterer. 

Their    

  onsite cooking ensures a delicious, fresh and plentiful meal. Wine, beer, and iced tea are included. 

 

Program: This promises to be a spectacular evening and one which you’ll be sure to have put on your 

calendar. Highlights include: (1) Presentation of our 2013 scholarship winners, their families and instructors 

(2) Newly elected Chapter officers take their oath (Pres. CAPT John Stewart, 1
st
 VP COL Jim Brumit and 2d 

VP CDR Ken Klassen) (3) Awards presentation  (4) COL Graham’s farewell remarks and hugs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Message from the President.. 

 

  Many thanks to COL John Stewart for running the April meeting. My Mom passed away on 29 March and 

we were driving back to NC on our meeting date. Many thanks for all of your condolences. Mom was 

certainly proud of her daughter. I was born on Fort Jay, Governors Island, NY while my Dad was serving in 

the Army in Germany as a mighty fine Corporal in WWII. He sure did get a kick out of saluting his kiddo 

year’s later.☺ 

 

  I’m writing this column the evening before the Azalea Festival Parade. This will be the first time that the 

New Hanover County Veterans Council will be a part of this great North Carolina event. I also invited the 

American Legion Post #543 in Brunswick County to join us. We’ll have good representation from 

SENCLAND and numerous other organizations. I’m especially  grateful   to    the   NC   National 

Guard for their community support of our veterans.   And   hopefully,   many    parade  

attendees will learn about our MOAA chapter and check us out! 

   

  If you have kept in touch with friends or relatives on active duty, it’s hard not to have conversations about 

the impact of sequestration on operations. There are multiple “gates” to expenditures for everything. This is 

very serious business and another reason for us to keep up with MOAA and also your elected officials. 

Senior service leaders will always talk about the impact on readiness but understanding what really happens 

when the rubber meets the road is critical. 

 

  We’re approaching Scholarship and Leadership Awards time. Recognizing the greatness of our youth is 

always so inspiring. YOU make it all very special through your generosity and willingness to give of your 

time and presence. 

 

  Please think about the multiple opportunities we have to support our service members and their families 

TODAY. There are so many organizations vying for everyone’s support. We’d like to have your ideas about 

where our time, energy and financial support should be focused. Your Board needs that information. You can 

also respond online to our Webmaster at www.sencland.org. 

 

  See you soon, y’all and as Garrison Keillor says “Be Well, Do Good Work, and Keep in Touch” He doesn’t 

say HOOAH! But you know I do.☺ 

 

COL (Ret) Jeri Graham, USA 

   
Annual Chapter Dues.. 

 

  Annual chapter dues for 2013 were due in January ($15 for regular members and $10 for survivors). 

Members over 90 years of age and those who joined the chapter in calendar year 2013 are exempt from 

dues…Please help us remain solvent by paying your dues on time using the mail-in form at the end of this 

newsletter. 

 

Permanent Chapter Nametags.. 

 

  If you desire a permanent chapter nametag, contact Bob Jones (rjjones@ec.rr.com) or phone 910-508-3331. 

Nametags cost $15, payable upon receipt. Let Bob know how you want your tag to read… 

 

Scholarship Donations.. 

 

Vern Fash                                    Jay Keegan                                     Don Sayce                               Paul 

Semmler 

mailto:rjjones@ec.rr.com


Sally Semmler                         Susan Nelson                                      Les Petty                                    Norm 

Davis 

Tom Welchel                                Ira Owens                                      Leslie Mikalson 

 

Obituaries.. 

 

  Our heartfelt condolences to friends and relatives of Wanda Gaffey, who passed away on Palm Sunday, 24 

March. May she rest in peace and glory. 

   

  Our sincere condolences also to friends and family of Orv Miller, who passed away on 15 April. May he 

rest in peace and glory. 

 

 

 

Results of JROTC Drill Competition in Azalea Festival Parade.. 

 

  Our chapter judges selected the following schools as first and second place winners in the recent parade 

competition: 

 

1
st
 Place – NJROTC of John T. Hoggard High School. 

2d Place – AJROTC of Union High School in Clinton. 

  Kudos to the winners and our hats-off to our own chapter judges for taking the time from their busy 

schedules to do the judging job. 

 
Obama’s Budget Increases TRICARE Fees and Copays.. 

 

  Trying once more to get military compensations costs “under control,” the Obama administration has asked 

Congress to cap annual active duty and reserve component pay raises, and to phase in over four years of 

complex formula for raising TRICARE fees on retirees of all ages and their families. 

 

  The five-year budget plan unveiled recently proposes that annual pay raises be held at one percent from 

2014 through 2016 and be raised to 1.5 percent in 2017 and to 2.5 percent in 2018, said Robert Hale, the 

Department of defense’s under secretary and comptroller. 

 

  The first year’s pay cap alone, which would trim just eight-tenths of a percentage point of a scheduled 1.8 

percent increase to match private sector wage growth, would save $540 million in 2014 and $3.5 billion 

through 2018, officials said. 

 

  As in years past, the administration seeks to cut health costs by having retirees and families pay more under 

all three options of TRICARE. 

 

  TRICARE for Life beneficiaries 65 and older can use TRICARE for Life as a golden supplement to 

Medicare. Officials said a comparable individual policy in 2009 would cost $2,100 in the private sector. So, 

they reason, military elderly should at least pay a small enrollment fee -- a fee that would equal one half of 

one percentage point of gross retired pay in 2014, one percent in 2015, 1.5 percent in 2016, and two percent 

in 2017 and 2018. But the fees would have ceilings: no more than $150 a year in 2014; no more than $300 in 

2015, $450 in 2016, $600 in 2017 and no more than $618 in 2018. Flag officers would face higher ceilings 

though not substantial. After 2017, these fees would be adjusted by the percentage of retiree COLAs. 

 

I used to have a handle on life but it broke. 



New Army Tobacco-Free Policy.. 

 

  The surgeon general and commanding general of the U.S. Army Medical Command (AMEDD) will soon 

issue a directive that will require all Army Medical Department treatment faculties to be tobacco-free. Once 

the policy is in effect, tobacco use of any kind, to include smokeless tobacco, will be prohibited. This will be 

an AMEDD-wide policy that will apply to all Army medical treatment facilities. According to the Center for 

Disease Control (CDC), tobacco use is responsible for about one in five deaths annually in the United States, 

which is about 443,000 deaths per year – an estimated 49,000 of these are the result of secondhand smoke 

exposure. 

 

Update on TRICARE Prime Rollback.. 

 

  Despite upcoming service area reductions, TRICARE Prime will remain a health care option for 97 percent 

of beneficiaries. The three percent difference, which comprises about 171,000 beneficiaries who mostly 

reside more than 40 miles from a military clinic or hospital, will automatically revert to the TRICARE 

standard health care option on 1 October of this year.  

 

  Those beneficiaries recently received a letter explaining their options, and they will receive a reminder 

letter in June or July. The TRICARE Prime Service Area webpage at www.tircae.myPSA gives beneficiaries 

the most current details and the option to sign up for email updates. A ZIP code tool is available on the site to 

help beneficiaries determine if they live in an affected Prime service area.  

 

  Those who wish to remain with TRICARE Prime may be able to re-enroll in TRICARE Prime    by     

aiving    their    drive- time standards. You will have to drive farther to get care and may find it more difficult 

to see your primary care manger. Seeing other doctors without a referral from your PCM could result in 

higher costs. Visit the TRICARE website to learn more. 

 
TRICARE For LIFE RX Issues.. 

 

  MOAA President Vice Adm Norbert R. Ryan Jr. USN (Ret), Government Relations Deputy Director Capt. 

Kathy Beasley, USN (Ret), and other association leaders met on March 12 with several leaders of the 

TRICARE management Authority (TMA), including TMA Deputy Director BG W. Bryan Gamble, USA, 

and DoD Pharmacy Chief Rear adm. Thomas McGinnis, USPHS. A chief topic was ongoing implementation 

of the one-year trial requirement for TRICARE For Life beneficiaries to obtain maintenance medication 

refills through the mail-order or military pharmacy systems. 

 

  TMA leaders said the first-year savings of the program was estimated by the Congressional Budget Office 

at $150 million, with greater savings in the succeeding years. Pharmacy expenditures comprise about 20 

percent of DoD health care costs, and the mail order system saves about 20 percent over retail costs. 

 

  TRICARE officials said the one-year trial requirement is unlikely to be implemented before last summer 

but will happen sometimes before 1 October. 

 

  One issue raised by Ryan was the challenge some beneficiates have encountered in securing prescription 

renewals through the mail-order system. Express Scripts, Inc, representatives say they will contact a doctor 

to obtain a renewed prescription on the beneficiary’s behalf, but experience is that if they have trouble 

getting the doctor on the phone, the renewal might not go through. 

 

  Ryan recommended that Express Scripts fax the renewal request to the doctor to reduce reliance on making 

telephone connections with busy doctors and their staffs. 

http://www.tircae.mypsa/


 

Will See Another BRAC in the Near Future?? 

 

  A new request for a Base Alignment and Closure Commission isn’t likely to gain traction in Congress, the 

District U.S. Rep. Austin Scott said recently. Scott serves on the House Armed Services Committee, which 

would have to approve it.  

 

  Rep. Scott made the comment in a telephone interview shortly after Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel and 

Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey appeared before the committee to discuss the 

military’s fiscal 2014 budget request, which calls for a BRAC in 2015. 

 

  Scott questions estimates that the DoD has at least 20 percent more infrastructure than it needs, which is the 

primary basis for the BRAC request. “If they know where that overage is, then they need to tell us what it 

is,” Scott said. “We have not seen the evidence of that, and I do not believe we have excess capacity.” 

 

  However, even as he expressed skepticism that a BRAC would be approved, Scott warned the Robins Air 

Force base community to be ready. “We need to make sure we are doing everything we can that we as a base 

are in the best possible position to grow our workload,” he said. 

 

  President Barack Obama previously asked for a BRAC for 2013 and 2015, but Congress didn’t go along. 

The administration may be more serious this time because the budget includes $2.4 billion to pay for the cost 

of implementing BRAC. The previous request did not come with money budgeted for BRAC. 

 

  Hagel mentioned excess infrastructure while discussing the BRAC request before the Armed Service 

Committee. “In order to  

maintain balance and readiness, the DoD must be able to eliminate excess infrastructure as it reduces force 

structure,” he said, according to a copy of his remarks. “The DoD has been shedding infrastructure in Europe 

for several years, and we are undertaking a review of our European footprint this year, but we also need to 

look at our domestic footprint.” 

 

DoD Opposes Purple Hearts for Fort Hood Victims.. 

 

  The U.S. Department of Defense says it opposes giving Purple Hearts to victims of a 2009 shooting 

rampage at Fort Hood, Texas. 

 

  A position paper, delivered by the Pentagon to congressional staff members recently says giving the award, 

for injuries sustained in combat, to those injured at Fort Hood could ‘irrevocably alter the fundamental 

character of this time-honored decoration. The Defense Department prepared the paper in response to 

proposed legislation by Rep. John Carter, R-TX, whose district includes the Fort Hood military base. His bill 

would award combatant status to both military and civilian casualties of the shooting. 

 

  Thirteen people were killed and 32 injured in the November 2009 shootings on the base. Maj. Nidal Hasen, 

the alleged shooter, awaits a military trial on premeditated murder and attempted murder charges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Russia’s New Bomber.. 

    

  The Russian air force is developing a next generation bomber similar to the efforts by their U.S. 

counterparts. Russia’s effort took a step forward April 11 when Russian Air Force Commander Lt. Gen. 

Viktor Bondarev signed off on the conceptual design and specification for the PAK-DA stratetic bomber, 

according to a report by the state owned Russian International New Agency. 

 

  Russia plans to replace its Tu-95MS Bear Tu-160 Blackjack bombers with this next generation bomber. 

Russian Air Force leaders hope to get the plane into production by 2020 and then into the active service by 

2025. Further, the Russians would like to develop an unmanned version of the bomber by 2040. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAYMENT OF ANNUAL CHAPTER DUES 2013 
 

Annual chapter dues are $15 for regular members and $10 for surviving spouses. Dues are waived for two 

Categories of members: 

                                        • All members 90 years of age or older. 

                                        • New members for the calendar year in which they join the 

                                           chapter, regardless of the month in which membership began. 

 

Please send your dues to the chapter mailing address: 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) 

PO Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

   

Name: _________________________________________ Email Address: _________________________________ 

 

  I am including an additional $ _____________ for the JROTC Scholarship/Donation fund. Names of donors will be 

published in the monthly newsletter. Letter of acknowledgement for tax purposes will be sent if requested. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Won’t you consider giving a gift to the MOAA’s SENCLAND Chapter via your will or trust, 

which will perpetuate the goals and objectives of MOAA? Below, is a sample codicil that you 

may attach to your will or you may use the language in your will or trust: Just be sure to give a 

copy of the signed and witnessed codicil to our treasurer. 

 

  “I give, devise and bequeath to the SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA, a North Carolina non-

profit organization, the sum or $____________ to be divided $__________ for the SENCLAND 

Scholarhsip Fund, and $__________ for the chapter’s operating fund. 

 

In memory of______________________ or in honor of_______________________ (check one) 

 

____________________________________            __________________________________ 

                     (your signature)                                                               (witness) 

 

____________________________________            __________________________________ 

                  (Your printed name)                                             (Witness’s printed name) 

 

Date: ___________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 


